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Chaldee grammars, &c., and wrote a famous
Cosmographia (1544). See Life by V.
Hautsch (Leipzig 1898).

MUNTHE, Axel, mun'te (1857-1949), Swed-
ish physician and writer, was born at Osk-
arshamn. He practised as a physician and
psychiatrist in France and Italy, was Swedish
court physician and retired to Capri, where
he wrote his best-selling autobiography The
Story of San Michele (1929). See Life by
G. L. Munthe (1953).

MtlNZER, Thomas, mun'tser (c. 1489-1525),
German preacher and Anabaptist, born at
Stolberg, studied theology, and in 1520 began
to preach at Zwickau. His socialism and
mystical doctrines soon brought him into
collision with the authorities. After preach-
ing widely he was in 1525 elected pastor of
the Anabaptists of Muhlhausen, where his
communistic ideas soon roused the whole
country. But in May 1525 he was defeated
at Frankenhausen, and executed a few days
after. See Life and Letters ed. D. H. Brandt
(Jena 1933).

MURASAKI, Shikibu (978-c. 1031), Japanese
authoress, wrote a remarkable novel, Genji
Monagatari, or The Tale of Genji (trans. A.
Waley, 1925-33). See A. S. Omori and D.
Kochi Diaries of Court Ladies of Old Japan
(Tokyo 1935).

MURAT, mu-rah, (1) Joachim (1767-1815),
French marshal and King of Naples, father
of (2) and (3), born, an innkeeper's son, at
La Bastide-Fortuniere near Cahors, March
25, at the Revolution entered the army, and
soon rose to be colonel. He served under
Bonaparte in Italy and in Egypt, rose to be
general of division (1799), returned with
Bonaparte to France, and on 18th Brumaire
dispersed the Council of Five Hundred at
St Cloud. Bonaparte gave him his sister,
Caroline, in marriage. In command of the
cavalry at Marengo he covered himself with
glory, and in 1801 was nominated governor of
the Cisalpine Republic. He contributed not
a little to the victories of Austerlitz (1805),
Jena and Eylau. In 1806 the grand-duchy of
Berg was bestowed upon him, and in 1808
he was proclaimed king of the Two Sicilies
as Joachim I Napoleon. He took possession
of Naples, though the Bourbons, supported
by Britain, retained Sicily, and won the
hearts of his subjects. In the Russian expedi-
tion he commanded the cavalry, and indeed
the army after Napoleon left it. He crashed
the Austrians at Dresden (1813), fought at
Leipzig, and concluded a treaty with Austria
and a truce with the British admiral; but, on
Napoleon's escape from Elba, he commenced
war against Austria, and was twice defeated.
With a few horsemen he fled to Naples, and
thence to France. After Napoleon's final
overthrow, he proceeded with a few followers
to the coast of Calabria, and proclaimed
himself king; but was taken, court-martialled
and shot October 13, 1815. See books by
Gallois (1828), Coletta (1821), Helfert (1878),
Hilliard-Atteridge (1911), M. Dupont (Paris
1934) and J. Lucas-Dubreton (1944).

(2) ^Napoleon AcMIle (1801-47), French-
American author, son of (1), settled In
Florida, married a niece of Washington, and
published a work on American government

(1833).   See Life by A. H. Haona (Norman,
Okla, 1946).
(3) Napoleon Lucien Charles (1803-78),
French senator, son of (1), suffered re-
verses in fortune, but, returning to France
after 1848, attached himself to Louis Napo-
leon, who in 1849 sent him as ambassador to
Turin, and in 1852 made him a senator.
MURATORI, Lodovico'Antonio, moo-ra-to''ree
(1672-1750), Italian historian, bora near
Modena, in 1695 was appointed Ambro-
sian librarian at Milan, and ducal librarian
and archivist at Modena in 1700. He pub-
lished Rerum Italicarum Scriptores (29 vols.
fol. 1723-51), Annali fltalla (12 vols. 1744-
1749), and Antiquitates Italica (6 vols.
1738-42, containing the * Muratorian Frag-
ment*, a canon of the New Testament
books, apparently written by a contemporary
of Irenaeus). In later years he was attacked
by the Jesuits for teaching heresies, but found
a protector in Pope Benedict XIV. See Life
by his nephew (1756), by G. Bertoni (Rome
1926) and G. Cavazzutti (Turin 1939).
MURCfflSON, Sir Roderick Impey (1792-
1871), Scottish geologist, born at Tarradale,
Ross-shire, served in Spain and Portugal, and,
quitting the array in 1816, devoted himself to
geology. His establishment of the Silurian
system won him the Copley Medal and
European fame, increased by his exposition
of the Devonian, Permian and Laurentian
systems. He explored parts of Germany,
Poland and the Carpathians; and in 1840-45,
with others, carried out a geological t survey
of the Russian empire. Struck with the
resemblance between the Ural Mountains and
Australian chains, Murchison in 1844
foreshadowed the discovery of gold in
Australia. He was president of the British
Association in 1846, and for many years of
the Royal Geographical Society. In 1855 he
was made director-general of the Geological
Survey and director of the Royal School of
Mines. His principal works were The Silurian
System (1839) and The Geology of Russia in
Europe and the Urals (1845; 2nd ed. 1853).
See Life by Sir Arch. Geikie (1875).
MURDOCH, Iris, mtsr'dok (1919- ), Irish
novelist and philosopher, born in Dublin,
was educated at Badminton School,
Bristol, and Somerville College, Oxford,
was an assistant-principal at the Treasury
(1938-42) and served with U.N.R.R.A.
(1944-46). In 1948 she was appointed
fellow and tutor at St Anne's College,
Oxford. A professional philosopher in the
Moore-Wittgenstein tradition, which has
no point of contact with French existen-
tialism, she yet wrote an excellent study of
Sartre (1953) and as a hobby took to novel-
writing. Under the Net (1954), The Flight
from Enchanter (1955), The Sandcastle (1957)
combine philosophical speculations with
fanciful, ironical and even shocking situations
in which rootless intellectuals, amorous
outsiders of post-war disillusionment are
depicted objectively, but with compassion.
The Bell (1958), describing the tangle of
human relationships within a small Anglican
lay community, established her as an out-
standing novelist, who without disturbing the
genuine logical achievements of anti-meta*